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  Florida Gateway College (FGC) formerly Lake City Community College has 

established a strong tradition of providing high quality, postsecondary educational 

opportunities to the citizens of North Central Florida. What began as a school of 

Forestry in 1947 has now grown to become a comprehensive, public community 

college serving over 7,000 students a year. 

        The College traces its growth from the Forest Ranger School, which utilized 

structures that remained from a World War II era air base. In 1961, when the state 

of Florida created Lake City Junior College on the campus of the old forestry 

school, the College became one of 28 two-year institutions envisioned in the 

stateôs master plan. In those early days, Lake City Junior College had fewer than 

400 students. 

        The inclusion in 1970 of ñcommunityò in the Collegeôs title emphasizes the 
broad spectrum of transfer and occupational programs offered in addition to con-

tinuing education and community service courses. The college will officially 

changed its name to Florida Gateway College on July 1, 2010. 

        The College offers outstanding programs in liberal arts and sciences. A sig-

nificant number of students who begin their college career in these programs earn 

associate degrees and then successfully transfer to senior institutions where they 

maintain superior records when compared to their university counterparts. 


